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Types of open access

 Gold open access

• The version of record is open access at the 

time of publication. Usually costs money.

 Green open access

• A version of the work, typically the author 

accepted manuscript (AAM), is made 

available in an open access repository. No 

charges are payable. Often has to be 

embargoed.





Journals

 Subscription journals 
• Only readers with a valid subscription can read these 

journals. If you don't have a subscription then you can’t 
access their content. May allow you to archive your paper 
(Green OA).

 Fully open access journals 
• Their content is available to anyone to read immediately 

from publication (Gold OA). They usually charge a fee to 
cover their costs (average ~£1800).

 Hybrid journals 
• Available by subscription and may allow you to archive 

your paper (Green OA), but authors can optionally choose 
to make their articles open access immediately (Gold OA). 



Funder policies for OA 

to PUBLICATIONS



The Open Access service aims

to meet funder expectations



HEFCE Open Access Policy
 HEFCE runs the Research Excellence Framework (REF) 

which administers the block grant funding to universities

 Green open access policy (max. embargo 12 months)

 To be eligible for the next REF, authors' accepted version of 

their journal article or ISSN conference manuscripts must 

have been deposited in an institutional or subject repository 

within 3 months of being accepted for publication. 



Since at the time of publication 

researchers won’t know which articles 

will be selected for the next REF, the 

only safe course of action is to make 

them all open access.



Research Councils UK

 RCUK encourages final published versions to be 

open access immediately on publication but also 

accepts AAMs deposited in repositories if they have 

embargoes of 6 months.

 Where an open access fee is paid the paper must 

be made available immediately and with a Creative 

Commons Attribution (CC-BY) licence.



Charities Open Access Fund

 Funded research must be in PubMed Central (PMC) 

as soon as possible after publication and in any 

event within 6 months. 

 Where an open access fee is paid the paper must 

be made available immediately and with a Creative 

Commons Attribution (CC-BY) licence.



RCUK and COAF have provided us with block 

grants to cover eligible open access costs. 

We’ll give you details of these if they apply to you.

Where an article can be made open access 

without paying a fee to the publisher, this is 

preferred in the current University policy. 

££



www.openaccess.cam.ac.uk

info@openaccess.cam.ac.uk



What do I need to do?

Visit www.openaccess.cam.ac.uk and upload your

peer-reviewed, accepted manuscript.

We’ll take care of the rest!
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WHAT IS RESEARCH DATA?

“…material (…) accepted in the

scientific community as necessary

to validate research findings…”

EPSRC: 
http://www.epsrc.ac.uk/about/standards/researchdata/scope/



University of 

Cambridge

Funder policies for 

Open Access to 

DATA



“Publicly funded research data are a public

good (…), which should be made openly

available with as few restrictions as

possible…”

http://www.rcuk.ac.uk/research/datapolicy/



Some funders actually check it…

Random checks on all publications from 1 

May 2015 that acknowledge EPSRC + 

sanctions for not sharing



How to share data?

• Store data for (at least) 10 years

• Describe your data

• Deposit your data in suitable data repositories and add a link to your data in your 

publication

• NCBI/GEO: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/geo/

• UK Data Service: reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/

• EGA: www.ebi.ac.uk/ega/home

• Or other repositories (including Cambridge repository): 

www.data.cam.ac.uk/repository



Exemptions

• Personal/sensitive data

• IP protection/commercial data

Appropriate statement in the publication 

needs to explain the reasons for restrictions



Data Management Plans:

• Compulsory part of grant applications

• Plans for data sharing/reasons for restrictions

• MRC – update your plan regularly

• Adherence to the plan might be monitored  and 

taken into account when applying for future 

funding



Budget for Research Data Management and 

sharing in your grant application:

• Funding can be requested on grant applications as 

part of the full economic cost of a research project

• Funding can be used to support for example:

o staff

o physical resources, e.g. storage

• e.g. sharing data via Cambridge data repository: 

£4/GB



What do I need to do?

• For every new publication – share what is shareable & add a 

statement

• If you cannot share the data – at least make metadata available

• When applying for money:

• Budget for Research Data Management and sharing

• Highlight the impact of sharing your data

• Be aware of help available to you at the University of Cambridge



Cambridge support for data 

management and sharing
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DATA MANAGEMENT PLAN

https://dmponline.dcc.ac.uk/

www.data.cam.ac.uk/support/external



Guidance on data management plans

www.data.cam.ac.uk/DMPsupport



www.data.cam.ac.uk/DMPsupport

Guidance on data management plans
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www.data.cam.ac.uk



www.data.cam.ac.uk/funders

Funder names 

arranged 

alphabetically. Click 

on the hyperlink 

below to see the 

full-length policy.

Key policy 

highlights

Date of the last 

update/policy check



www.data.cam.ac.uk/data-faq

Frequently Asked Questions

 They really are!

 From discussion 

with over 1450 

researchers



Clarification on funders’ 

policies/negotiations with funders

 EPSRC: 

https://unlockingresearch.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=151

 BBSRC: 

https://unlockingresearch.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=337

 UK Concordat on Open Research Data: 

https://unlockingresearch.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=285

 Wellcome Trust: 

https://unlockingresearch.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=525

 Cancer Research UK: 

https://unlockingresearch.blog.lib.cam.ac.uk/?p=528
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www.data.cam.ac.uk/events

Training and support
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www.openaccess.cam.ac.uk



Simply send us your Author-Accepted Manuscript on 

acceptance or when asked to choose an Open Access option 

and we’ll guide you through what you need to do.

www.openaccess.cam.ac.uk

info@openaccess.cam.ac.uk
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How to share research data?

www.data.cam.ac.uk/repository



Cambridge data repository

www.data.cam.ac.uk/upload



www.data.cam.ac.uk/upload

www.data.cam.ac.uk/upload
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Take-home messages:

• For every new publication – share what is shareable & add a 

statement

• If you cannot share the data – at least make metadata available

• When applying for money:

• Budget for Research Data Management and sharing

• Highlight the impact of sharing your data

• Be aware of help available to you at the University of Cambridge



Take-home message:



THANK YOU

Enquiries about research data: info@data.cam.ac.uk

Enquiries about Open Access to publications: info@openaccess.cam.ac.uk

Follow us on Twitter: @CamOpenData

@CamOpenAccess



Resources for working with personal/sensitive data

• University Ethics website:

• www.research-integrity.admin.cam.ac.uk/research-ethics/

• Dr Rhys Morgan, Research Governance and Integrity Officer: 

rhys.morgan@admin.cam.ac.uk

• MRC guidelines:

• http://www.mrc.ac.uk/documents/pdf/personal-information-in-medical-research/

• ESRC consent form, anonymisation guide, and access control:

• http://www.data-archive.ac.uk/create-manage/consent-ethics/consent?index=3

• http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/manage-data/legal-ethical/anonymisation

• http://ukdataservice.ac.uk/manage-data/legal-ethical/access-control

• Our website (University resources):

• http://www.data.cam.ac.uk/sensitive-data


