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seq chapter \r 4 \hWho this form is for
This form is for MPhil and Part 2 students in the Department of Psychology who are seeking ethical approval for a project that they and their supervisors judge does not warrant the scrutiny of the formal ethics committees (the Psychology Research Ethics Committee in the School of Biology; or the NHS Ethics Committee [NRES]). This form should only be completed if the research project raises few if any ethical issues. 

If the research project involves any of the following, you should not use this form but instead go to one of the other Ethics Committees:

a) young people under the age of 18, vulnerable adults or patients

b) an obligation for participants to reveal personal or intimate information

c) physiological measurements are taken

d) any stimuli used that could cause high levels of stress

e) clinical scales/questionnaires that could suggest undiagnosed mental health problems

f) experiments involving deception using hidden recordings

g) physiological measurements are taken

If on the other hand your project is of a routine kind (e.g., psychophysics, or anonymised questionnaires) then you can complete this form and the Departmental Psychology Ethics Committee will consider it at one of its 3 meetings per year. The aim is to ensure that many student projects can be approved quickly. 
We also encourage you to think through how to ensure that your project:
1. complies with the Data Protection Act, 

2. carries minimal or no risk to the reputation of the Department or University 
3. is conducted on University property under the responsibility of a University employee or affiliate

4. provides some debriefing

5. If video or audio tapes are used, that these are be destroyed at the end of the project and that the consent form includes consent for recording. 
6. In addition to explaining the rationale of the research, the debrief form should provide 1-2 references to participants, should they be interested in the research topic. Links to further information/support should be included (e.g., University Counselling Service; mental health websites), if it is likely that participants will be affected by your project.

Applications, along with any relevant materials (such as consent form, questionnaires, debriefing etc., or whatever information is required for the committee to evaluate what the research involves) should be submitted to Mr Malcolm Davis, md494@cam.ac.uk. 
1. Project Supervisor(s) (Main contact in bold):

Name(s):

Position and Departmental Affiliation:
2. Student Contact details:

Name:

E-mail address:


Telephone:


Location:
3. Title of research project:

4. Abstract:
Briefly describe the method and procedure. Please include information about:

a. aims

b. predictions

c. duration and frequency of assessment sessions
d. who the participants will be, 
e. how they will be recruited and 
f. whether they will be paid

g. start and end dates of the project
7. How will consent be gained?

8. How will participants be debriefed?
9. Will personally identifiable information be made available beyond the research team?

10. What are the ethical issues of your research and how will they be dealt with?
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